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that when our population becomes crowded and
there is no longer arable land within the rain
belt you may enable the settler to go upon the
arid region and raise crops by means of irriga-
tion. This is the true and wise theory.

"Now, what is the theory represented by the
Senate amendment? It is this: Validate the
frauds that have been perpetrated upon the
public domain; allow what is known as the arid
region to be taken up by cattle speculators and
syndicates, and strike down the appropriation
for the investigation of frauds, so the Land
Office will be powerless to protect the inherit-
ance of the people. Can this House hesitate
which theory to adopt?"

Finally, in the discussion "Weaver called
attention to the tendency toward large holdings
and tenant farming in the United States. He
declared that the census report of 1880 showed
that the tendency was in that direction, instead
of toward the division of land into small hold-
ings as his opponents claimed. -jThe tendency
of the population was away from the country,
and toward the city. According to the census
the number of tenant farmers had increased
enormously of late years: tenant farmers out-
numbered the free-holders of the country. The
tendency was to "large holdings; whereas in a
healthy condition of our land laws and of the
Bepublic the tendency ought to lead from the